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Creating Application
Icons

 

One of the last things created for a BlackBerry application is the application’s
icon. Icons can be created using any graphical design tool; all that matters is that
the icon file is saved in a format that’s displayable on the BlackBerry smart-
phone. The BlackBerry platform supports Graphics Interchange Format (GIF)
and Portable Network Graphic (PNG) icon file formats. The size of the icon var-
ies, depending on the theme type and device for which the icon is targeted:

•

 

BlackBerry Storm series:

 

 Icons on the home screen are 76x76 pixels and 
icons for the shortcut bar are 24x24 pixels.

•

 

BlackBerry Bold and Curve 8900 series:

 

 Icons are 80x80 pixels.

•

 

BlackBerry Curve 8350i:

 

 Icons are 52x52 pixels.

•

 

BlackBerry 8700, 8800, 8300 series:

 

 If the icon is for the Icon theme, the 
icons are 53x48 pixels, for the Zen theme, they’re 48x36 pixels.

•

 

BlackBerry Pearl Flip 8200 series:

 

 Icons are 46x46 pixels.

•

 

BlackBerry 7100 and the BlackBerry Pearl 8100 series:

 

 If the icon is
for the Icon theme, the icons are 60x55 pixels; for the Zen theme, they’re
48x36 pixels.

The icon can be a color or monochrome image. A monochrome device can dis-
play a color icon, although it may not look good after the device converts the
image to a format that it can render. Icons can use transparency.
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If you create a single icon for use across multiple devices, there could be side
effects from the choices you make when creating it:

• If the icon will be used on BlackBerry Device Software prior to version 
4.2, icons will be cropped if the resolution for the file is greater than 
expected on the device. 

• For devices running BlackBerry Device Software versions 4.2 through 4.5, 
if the icon has a higher resolution than supported on the device theme, it 
will be scaled to match the maximum allowed resolution. If the icon is not 
square and the theme uses square icons, the scaled image might be dis-
torted when scaled to match the requirements for the target theme.

• For BlackBerry Device Software 4.5 and earlier, if you opt to build the 
smallest icon that will be supported across multiple devices, the file will 
not be scaled up. On devices that support higher resolution icons, the icon 
will remain at its normal size and the remainder of the screen space allo-
cated for the icon will be transparent.

• For BlackBerry Device Software 4.6 and later, larger icons are scaled to
match the icon size for the current theme running on the device. Larger
icons will be scaled down, and smaller icons will be scaled up to match the
theme requirements, but only if the icon is 25 percent or smaller than
expected. If the icon is less than 25 percent smaller than the expected icon
size, it will be left at its standard resolution.

Figure B.1 shows an icon being designed in the Plazmic Composer. To create the
icon, a new project was created and the canvas size set to 80x80 pixels (to match
the icon size for the BlackBerry Bold smartphone). For your icons, make the
image a little smaller than the available space to give newer BlackBerry smart-
phones room to create a highlight around the icon when it’s selected.
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Figure B.1

 

Creating an application icon in the Plazmic Composer application 

 

To save the icon to be used in your application, select File, Export. From the sub-
menu that appears, select the option for .png file type. From the dialog that
appears (shown in Figure B.2), leave the default options and just specify an out-
put folder and filename for the icon. Click the OK button to save the file.
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Figure B.2

 

Plazmic Composer PNG File Export Options

 

After the file is saved, it can be added it to an existing Java application
(described in Chapters 13 and 14), pushed to devices through Browser Channels
(described in Chapter 6, “Pushing Data to Internal (BES) Users”), or added as a
custom icon in a theme (described in Chapter 17, “Using Additional BlackBerry
Application Technologies”).

 

20_0321647424_ApdxBi.fm  Page 4  Friday, October 16, 2009  2:00 PM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Japan Web Coated \050Ad\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


